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Now ſtand in the place of a dear and excellent 
I Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, who for. the ſpace of 
eighteen years diſpenſed the word of life unto the. 
people of his charge, with. great ſeriouſneſs, dili- 
gence and faithfulneſs. But, how painful ſoever 
the thought be, you will ſee his face, and hear his 
voice no more. He has done his work,, his labours 
are at an end, and he is gone to receive his reward; 
that reward of grace, which the Lord the righte- 
ous. judge will give unto all his faithful ſervants, 
 My-bulineſs is. to aſſiſt you in improving; this af - 
ſecting Providence. It was at the. requeſt of this. 
church that I undertook this ſervice; nor was it. 
without ſome reluctance that I did undertake. it; as 
thinking it might be put into better hands, which 
would perform it unto greater advantage. How-. 
ever, being importuned by the gentlemen who 
brought me the church's requeſt, ſuch was my love 
to my dear brother deceaſed, and his flock, that 1 
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Joſeph governor over Egypt and all his houſe. 
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+2 
In an humble dependence on Divine aſſiſtance, 
Efhall addreſs you from that portion of- God 


word, in 


j 


Hes, XIII. 7. 


REMEMBER THEM WHICH&HAVE THE RULE OVER. 
vou, WHO HAVE SPOKEN UNTO YOU THE WORD 
OF GoD, WHOSE FAITH FOLLOW, CONSIDERING 
THE END OF THEIR CONVERSATION. 


THE duty enjoined in this text, I ap} chehd, 


is for the people to remember their faithful mini- 


ſters after they are dead. 

It is true, that in our tranſlation the firſt words 
are, “ Remember them which have the rule ove 
« you;” but they might have been literally wanſlared] 


Remember your guides, or leaders*: and it is ap- 


parent from the remaining part of the text, that 
not living miniſters were intended, but ſuch as had 
finiſned their courſe. Remember your guides, 
« who have ſpoken unto you the word of God; 
te whoſe faith follow, conſidering the end of their 
«© converſation,” ex&xcis, the end, the exit, the 


eſcape from dangers and troubles. Well then, the 
people are commanded to remember their deceaſed 


miniſters; not merely to recollect that ſuch perſons 
exiſted, but to remember what their doctrine was, 
and what manner of perſons they were in all holy 
converſation and godlineſs, in order that they may 
ſtill profit by their doctrine and example. Some, 
alas! forget them almoſt as ſoon as they are put 
into the grave; which is a bad ſign of their having 


2 ros wehe, In Matt. il. 6; the word is rendered governor, 
and Acts vii. 10, where it is ſaid, Pharaoh king of Egypt made 
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received little or no benefit from their miniſtry. 
Tf, under their miniſtry you have been converted to 
God; or after converſion have received any con- 
ſiderable improvement in the divine liſe; you will 
be naturally induced to remember them with a 
kind of painful pleaſure. The duty is emoinectupon 3 
all who — attended their preaching; and had an 
opportunity of knowing their good converſation in 
Chriſt Jeſus: and perhaps, if you have not profited 
by their miniſtry, your calling to mind what they 
ſaid, and what they did, may no be bleſſed of 
che God of mercyunto your ſoubs good. Though 
miniſters die, yet conſider the word they deliver 
dots not die with them; no, it is had in remem 
brance before God; and people will be account- 
able to him for what they have heard 0 the lips. 
of his faithful meſſengers. n 

In treating. farther upon the ſubject we ſhall be 
led, 1ſt. To conſider miniſters as the guides or 
leaders of the people. 

Adly. That it belongs unto their office to ſpeak 
unto the people the word of God. * a 
That as miniſters ſnould be examples to 
the flock in faith and good converſation, ſo it is the 
duty of the people to remember ſuch miniſters after 
their deceaſe, and to follow them. 

Achly. It is a weighty motive to excite the people 
unto this duty, to conſider che end of their ithful 
miniſters converſation. 

iſt. We muſt conſider 4 as the guides or 
leaders of the people. However applicable this 
may be unto the preachers of God's word in general, 
yet we ſhall apply it in a particular manner unto 
paſtors of churches. Theſe are ſhepherds under 
Chriſt the Chief Shepherd; they take the overſight 
of a particular flock in . Lord's name, and then 
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ee of 
it. is incumbent on them to feed them with Kn. 
ledge and underſtanding, and to. guide them in the 
way everlaſting. Miniſters, ſhould be fuch as the 
paſſeſſed damſel ſaid Paul and Silas were, viz. 
«. Servants of the moſt high God, which ſhew unto. 
cc men the way of fſalvation*.”” Flow: „that 
the devil ſhould give fo good a character unto. theſe: 
holy: men of God ! Bur we may depend upon it, 
that he had no in this; I think it is 
more than poſſible that he aimed thereby to bring 
| them under ſuſpieion, as having ſome connection. 
| or confederacy with himſelf. ' But whateves hig- 
# deſign. was, the father of lies ſpoke truth for once; 
lt he gave them their true character; and this ſhould 
be the character of all who ſuſtain the facred office. 
of the miniſtry. They ſhould be well acquainted, 
| with the way to Heaven, and walk in that way 
[| themſelues, otherwiſe they are very unfit for guid- 
ing athers therein. It is no privilege to have blind 
| guides, but a mercy to be delivered from them; 
« for if the blind lead the blind, both ſhall fall: i —_ 
| ee the ditch}.” _ 
| Faithful paſtors are ſbiritual * — 
| for fouls as — that muſt give an account. They 
| | Know in ſome good meaſure che worth» of ſouls, 
| the danger they are in, and the vaſt importance: of 
Se po 
| 
| 
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their ſalvation; andit is their governing'concermto- 
be faithful to him that has appointed them their 
ſtation. In their doctrine, their worthip, their diſ- 
cipline and walk, they endeavour to act according 


| 

ſ to the mind of Chriſt. Such paſtors are great 
| bleſſings, and: the People o to be verp thank» 
| 

| 

| 

| 


| ful for them. 
* We may take them up under another idea, a as 
"mg leaders; then their buſineſs is to 20 before 
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the Lord's hoſt, to inſtruct them hom th fight the 
good fight of faith, and to animate them 4n their 
chriſtian warfare, that 1 ay hold on and hold 
out unto the end. N 

| We may conſider thetn farther, & ruler in the 
church, and then it is their duty to rule for Chriſt 
and the good of his people. The apoſtle ſpeaks of 
them under this character, ver. 17 of the 
where the tert lies, « Obey them which have the 
* rule over you,” (the ſame word as ia the text) 
e andfubmityourſelves, for they watch fer your ſouls 
« as thoſe that muſt give account, that they may 
cc do it with joy, and not with grief, for that is un- 
re profitable for you.” The rule which Chriſt hath 
inſtituted in his — a mild and gentle rule. 
In the exerciſe thereof miniſters have no right to ac 
in an arbitrary manner, as if they had dominion 
over the people's faith; but they are to be hel 
of their joy. They ſhould not ſtrive to have their 
own i bur the will of Chriſt executed; not ſeek 
— glory, but / their Maſter's glory. 

Dr. Guyſe, in @ note upon our text, has in my 
opinion, Ratod ehis ur Tery properly accorcing 


to the Scripture 

« Therule of evan geben paſtorslis not, in giving 
laws, broaching doctrines, or exerciſing any autho- 
rity of their own; but in eſtabliſhing, 
aud d the laws and doctrines of Chriſt, and 
3 the conſcienees of his people 
ſole authority, and exemplifying them in 

— own faith and holy converſation, according to 
what they have received by their commiſſion, and 
can prove that they have received from him as con- 
tained in his word. All pretences to a church- au- 


thority EP this, is rely an NY and 
B 3 Anti- 
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; Anti-chriftian lordſhip, inſtead of beingentirely. ſub- 
- ofdinate,' as it ever ought to be, to the aura 


of Chnſt.”” : ! 


2dly. It belongs unto the office of miniſters to 
ſpeak unto the people the word of God. This 


word, contained in the Holy Scriptures, is given 


1 be 42 lamp unto our feet and a light unto our 
ath *.” It is a revelation of the mind and will of 


GA, bears the ſtamp, the impreſſion of his holineſs 


upon it, and is ſufficient to inſtruct us in all that is 
neceſſary for us to know, believe and er in 
order to our ſalvation. {| 

Think what a treaſure the bleſſed God has com- 
mitted to us in his written word; it is infinitely 
more precious than all the treaſures of this world. 
It opens to our view the everlaſting covenant of 
grace, a covenant which contains all our ſalvation 


and all our deſire; at the ſame time it furniſnes us 
Vith the beſt inſtructions, motives and aids for a life 
of holy obedience unto the will bf Gde. 


Now, a principal part of the miniſterial work is 


: to explain and apply this word. Preaching is God's 


ordinance for the good of ſouls, and what he has 
greatly owned and bleſſed for that end. Memora- 


ble are the Apoſtle's words: * after that in the wiſ- 


«© dom of God, the world by wiſdom knew not God, 
te it pleaſed God by the fooliſhneſs of preaching to 
ce fave them that believe .“ Multitudes under the 
preaching of the goſpel have been convinced and 


converted; * turned from darkneſs-unto light, from 


© the power of ſatan unto God; that they might re- 
te ceive the forgiveneſs of their fins, and an inheri- 
ec tance among them that are ſanctified by faith which 


te is in Chriſt N rer as to ae alen = 


F Pe. CXIX, 195+ +F 1 Cor, i. 21. 


have 
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quickened, are ſanctified, are built up on their moſt 
holy faith, are refreſhed and comforted, and enabled 
at times to go on their way rejoicing. — © 
My brethren, it is an important truſt, which is 
committed to miniſters in the diſpenſation of the 
word, and it is required © of ſtewards that they 
« be found faithful“. Ir is expected of them, c that 
te they preach not themſelves but Chriſt Jeſus the 
ce Lord, and themſelves the people's [ſervants' for 
e his ſake .“ Chriſt crucified, ſhould be the 
grand ſubject of their miniſtry ; he ſhould be the 
centre to which all the lines of their ſacred mini- 
ſtrations tend. It would be improper for me on the 
preſent occaſion to enlarge on the ſubject of preach- 
ing Chriſt ; therefore I ſhall only ſay, that whilſt 
miniſters ſhould infi/t much upon the doctrines of 
grace and the bleſſings to be enjoyed in the Re- 
deemer, it is incumbent alſo on them, to explain 
and enforce the duties of chriſtianity, teaching the 
diſciples to obſerve all things whatſoever the Lord 
hath commanded, and urging upon their conſei- 
ences the neceſſity of holineſs of heart and life, with- 
out which no man can ſee the Lord. The ſalva- 
tion of Chriſt is a ſalvation from ſin as: well as 
miſery, and the doctrine of the goſpel is a doctrine 
according to godlineſ. 11 
As to the manner of preaching, I ſhall drop only a 
few hints. As firſt it ſhould be plain, ſuited unto 
the capacities of the common people. The Lord 
has declared his will that “ the poor ſhould have 
* the goſpel preached unto them,“ and in his 
| revelation has brought down the - moſt impor̃- 
tant and intereſting matters unto the level of an 


„21 Cor, iv. 2. + 2 Cor. iv. 3. 


„ ordinary 


have continual experience of the benefft and οƷivůe. 
fort of the word preached. Thereby they are 8 


| 
N 
ordinary underſtanding ; therefore it is the duty of 
miniſters to ſtudy great plainneſs of ſpeech, that they 


may accommodate themſelves unto the capacities 
of the poor. In explaining the ſcripture it will in- 
deed be neceſſary for them ſometimes to introduce 
ſuch things as the meaner fort, perhaps, may not 
underſtand ; and which may be ufeful unto the more 
intelligent part of their auditory ; yet in the general, 
preaching ſhould be plain. Miniſters muſt not aim 
to ſhoot over the people's heads, but try to reach 
their underſtandings and their hearts. 
Again, preaching ſhould be faithful; not ſooth- 
ing men in ſin, not lulling them aſleep in a ſtate of 
diftance from God, whilſt they are minding the 
world and their pleaſures and neglecting him and 
their ſouls; but miniſters ſhould try to awaken them 
out of their dangerous ſecurity, by convincing them 
of their loſt condition ; and thus to bring them ta 
make the neceſſary inquiry, What muſt we do to 
cc be faved ?” 12 a 45 | 
It is therefore their duty to preach the law as well 
as the goſpel ; to open its purity, ſpirituality, and 
wide _— 2 awful on ; that their 
hearers may be convinced, if the Lord ſhall fucceed 


their endeavours, of the ĩimpoſſibility of being juſtified 


by the deeds of the law, and may be driven from their 
ſins, and from ſelf-righteouſnels and ſelf- dependence 
unto the Lord the Redeemer for righteouineſs. and 
life. Thus the law ſhould be preached in ſubſer- 
viency to the goſpel, and the goſpel ſhould be preach- 
ed for healing the wounds of conſcience and en- 
couraging awakened ſinners to come to Chriſt for 
falvation. In converſion-work, the Lord: ordi- 
narily makes uſe of both law and goſpel; the terror: 
of the law for driving, the grace and comforts of 
the goſpel for drawing. 


Moreover, | 


(13) 
Moreover, it is a neceflary part of a miniſters 
work, frequently to inſiſt upon _ riches of God's 
grace in his covenant, and the abundant conſolation 
he has provided for his people in Chriſt Jeſus, that 
their faith and hope in him may be ſtrengt hened, 
and they may be helped guns: Heir doubts, fears 
and 


ments. 
only add upon this, chat ir is miniſters 
preach affectionately and fervently ; to ler 
ſee that they are in earneſt, that they feel 


1 
duty, to 
the people 
the importance of what they deliver, and that it is 


not out of ill- will, but love to cheir ſouls, that t 
{peak fo plainly and faithfully the truths of Gd. 
I need not inform thoſe who ſtatedly attended upon 
his miniſtry, how well the paſtor of this church exetn 
ified what I have been ſaying, The Lord had 
leſſed him with good miniſterial gifts, and he made 
& good uſe of them, © He was a ſcribe well in- 
te ſtructed unto the kingdom of Heaven, who 
te brought forth out of his treaſure things næw and 
old“. I am perſuaded you are ready to bear 
witneſs, that he was a wiſe, able and, faithful diſc 
penſer of God's word; and many of you, through the 
rich and ſovereign grace of God, are ſeals of his 
miniſtry, and ſhall be his crown of rejoicing in the 
day of the Lord. 2 might be ſaid of 
others who attended upon his preaching! g 
. Obſerve 3dly 2 
to the flock in faith and. good converſation, fo it is 
the people's duty to remember ſuch miniſters after 
their deceaſe, and to follow them, It is very im- 
ant for miniſters to be 1. Men of faith in two re- 
fla 0 ar ſenſes, that is, ey 1 be ſound in the 


© Matt; with 966 


SW. 4 


n 
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' dodirine of faith, and poſſeſſed of the grace of faith. 
Let us fpend a few thoughts upon each of theſe. © * 


They ſhould be ſound in the doctrine of faith. 
It is the buſineſs of their ſtation to teach the 


faith unto others; but how unfit are they for this, 


vnleſs they believe it themſelves ? There have been, 


and now are falſe teachers and heretics in the church, 


therefore the people ſhauld guard againſt them, and 


not bid them God ſpeed. Churches have a right 


of judging for themſelves, ſhould ſearch the ſcrip- 
tures, and form their judgment by that holy and 
perfect rule; and then what they apprehend to he 


truth, eſpecially the moſt important truths, they 


ſhould hold faſt, and not be willing to part with, 
In the choice of their miniſters, they ſhould regard 


| It as their duty to chooſe men ſound in the faith, as 


well as of good moral character: for my part I wiſh 
them not to take any for their paſtors, except they 


are willing to ſatisfy them of their ſoundnefs in the 


great and leading doctrines of the goſpe]. The 


_ complexion of the times calls for ſpecial caution, for 
at this door of indifference to the truth, abundance 


of error has got into the church. 5 
But farther. It is of great importance for 


miniſters to be poſſeſſed of the grace of faith, that 
is, firmly to believe the goſpel to be of God, and 


to believe on Jeſus Chriſt for their own ſalvation. 
This is abſolutely neceſſary for their own per- 


| ſonal ſafety and happineſs: they ſtand in need of 


the fame Chriſt and the ſame ſalvation they preach 
unto others; for they are polluted, guilty fin- 


ners, cannot fave themſelves, and there is no ſalva- 


tion for the:n, but in Jeſus Chriſt. Vet accordi 


to the conſtitution of the goſpel, without faith they 


can haye no intereſt in Chriſt; for it is written, “he 
| 5 * « that 


| © as) 

« that believeth ſhall be ſaved, but he that believerh 
ce not ſhall be damned. Therefore ſhould they 
live and die without faith, | after: they have been 

preaching Chriſt to others, they themſelves will be 
caſt aways. How awful to think of it! 
Moreover, this faith is neceſſary to ſupport them, 
to make them faithful and to keep them ſteady in 
their work. They are expoſed unto many tempta- 
tions to unfaithfulneſs. If they ſpeak plainly and 
cloſely, perhaps ſome of their Ziehe take offence, 
and will walk no more with them: Or, perhaps 
their faithfulneſs will ſtir up the reſentment, the rage 
and perſecution of their enemies. Now what thall 
ſhield them in this caſe? 1 know nothing like faith, 
a divine faith. The apoſtle compares it to a ſhield, 
« wherewith we may quench the fiery darts of the 
ce wicked one ;“ and I believe it is the beſt ſhield 
in the world to ſecure miniſters againſt 3 
by temptations to unfaithfulneſs; for if they can 
truſt in their bleſſed Maſter to ſupport them, 
to ſupply them, to carry them through all the 
difficulties of the way, and at laſt to put them 
in poſſeſſion of eternal life; this will enable 
them to conquer the world, and run any riſk 
for Chriſt and a good conſtience. Whereas, if men 
ſet out in the work of the miniſtry without faith, it 
is very likely they will ſoon grow weary of it, and 
give it up; or if they continue therein, there is no 
Probability of their being faithful. It is very happy 
for miniſters when they preach what they firmly be- 
lieve, and _ each Chriſt as a Saviour precious to 
their on ſouls, and in whom they truſt for their 
ovn ſalvation. This puts life and vigour into their 
* and the word is then more likely to 


„Mark xvi, 16. 4 "+ Eph, vi. 16. 
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reach the hearts of the hearers, when it comes from 
the heart of the preacher. 

2. Miniſters: ſhould be men of a good 1 and 
converſation : and ſuch indeed they will aim to be, 
if they are men of faith, becauſe faith and holineſs 
are in ly connected. The faith of the goſ- 
pel is a“ moſt holy faith; and they who cordially 
— it are ſanQiified thereby, and conformed 
thereunto. Thus we read of the gentiles, that when 
the goſpel was ſent unto them and received by them, 
« God punified their hearts by faith“. We read 
of the Theſlalonians, © That they were choſen to 
< ſalvation through ſanctification of the ſpirit and 
cc belief of the truth . And you may recollect how 
our bleſſed Lord prayed for the ſanctification of his 
diſciples, Sendtify dem through thy truth; thy word 
« is truth . It is certainly a matter of im- 
portance for miniſters to be men of h „ and to 
ſet a example unto their flocks. Wichout 
holineſs they can never ſee the face of God with 
comfort, and there is no proſpect of their doing 
much good unto other men's ſouls, unleſs they live the 
goſpel as well as preach it. If their lives contradict 
their doctrine, this has a tendency to harden ſinners 
in their wicked ways, and to hinder the acceptance 
of their labours among the ſaints. People expect 
more from their teachers than from others; indeed 
ſome are hardly willing to make reaſonable al- 
lowance for unavoidable human infirmities; there- 
fore, if they mean to be uſeful in their miniſtry 
they muſt be very careful to recommend themſelves 
by a good life and converſation, It has been ſeen, 
that one great blemiſh in a miniſter's character, one 
very wrong ſtep he has taken, has greatly hindered 
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1 Bur, my brethren of this 


church and ," i hes been. your mercy 
that you OO ITY Rane, ogg well and 
lied well. 
And now E come t0 ade eee 
which: is to urge upon you the advice, yea, the 
divine command, to remember your beloved: x 
now he his dead, and AY Tr re good 
converſation. * * 2 
L beſeech W e 1 
what doctrine te preached, and with what — 
and! aſſection he — You know his: ſenti- 
ments, for he di not try to conceal them, as the 
manner oß ſame is. He had 4 great veneration 
for: the holy: ſcri as God's: ion | 
ſec to malte them the ſtandard of his faith and prac=- 
tice, ' and 1 dare fay; did not wiſts you to receive 
what he delivered, without referring youto thoſerip- 
ing evidence from thence, that 
ke was ſpeaking! the truth of God. He ſpake be- 
cauſe he: believed ; and I truſt you receiyed his doc-* 
trine becauſt you believed. Well then © hald 
ce faſt what you have received, and be net children 
* toſſed to and fro: and carried about with every 
4 wind of doctrine, by the fleight of men, and cun- 
cc ning craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait to de- 
r ceive®.” We live in ſhalting times, wherein many 
are from the faith; ſome: profeſſors run 
ning into arminianiſm, ſome into arianiſm or ſocini- 
=: and others into antinomianiſn; yea, 
have gone into very wild enthuſiaſtic notions; an 
others into avawed infidelity. This ſhould awaken 
the zeal of the lovers of the truth, to ſtand faſt 
« im it, and to contend earneſtly for the faith once 
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delivered unto the ſaints “. It ſhould be an 
earneſt contention, yet not, in bitterneſs and wrath, 
but with a ſpirit of meekneſs and love. Don't 
forget the zeal of your departed miniſter, he was 
not indifferent to the truth, but pleaded for ĩt with 
great earneſtneſs, as you vp well Know. Let his 


⁊eal ſtimulate yours. 


But withal, let. me entreat you to conſider what 
effect his preaching has had upon you. Have u 
received the goſpel into your hearts by faith, and has 
it been the power of God unto your ſalvation ? Your 
miniſter laboured _ for the good:of your ſouls ;. 
he was willing to ſpend and be ſpent in your fer" 
vice. Has he not ray addreſſed you, trying 
with all the power of ſacred eloquence and the ten- 
dereſt compaſſion to perſuade you to be reconciled 
to God, to forſake your ſins, accept of Jeſus Chriſt 
for ſalvation, and give up yourſelves [unto his ſer- 
vice? But have you hearkened to his voice and 
« returned to Jeſus as the ſhepherd and biſhop of 
ce your ſouls? Or, are you ſtill going on in the way 
of your own hearts, wandering from God, and living 
without any proper concern about your ſouls and 
another world ? If ſo, I entreat you to call to re- 
membrance what an affectionate faithful miniſter 
vou have loſt: How often he has warned you to flee | 
from the wrath to come, and with what 'ardour of 
ſoul he has preſſed you to come to Chriſt and mind | 
religion in earneſt. 

Remember that you muſt meet him at the bar 
of God, and if you are then found in your ſins, it 
will be a dreadful meeting for you. Don't trifle 
with your ſouls any longer, nor reſt ſatisfied until 
you have reaſon to hope, that you are ſavingly con- 
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verted unto God. O cry for mercy, cry for mercy. 
e Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon. 
« him while he is near.“ 

As to many of you, I believe my dear brother 
has been inſtrumental in the hand of the Lord to 
your ſaving good. To ſome he has been a ſpiritual 
father, having begotten you through the goſpel; to 
others he has been an helper of your faith, your 
| holineſs and joy. You have heard him with great 
pleaſure, and frequently with ſenſible benefit; You. 
have hung upon his lips and rejoiced in the meſſages. 
he brought. O be thankful, be thankful; Diels 
God for his mercy, and be careful that you don't 
go back, but preſs forward in your chriſtian courſe. 

Remember what. you have heard from him, and 
ſtill try to profit by it; and to quicken your pace 
in the heavenly road, often think, what a. joyful. 
meeting you ſhall have wich him in the kingdom 
of glory. You have frequently met him with. 
abundance of pleaſure in the houſe of God below, 
but the beſt meeting of all will be in the houſe of 
God above; there never to part more; here not to 
mourn, but to rejoice together, and that for ever 

in the ſalvation of Ge. 
(..) Remember the faith and good converſation. 
of your deceaſed miniſter. There is no room to 
doubt of his having been a man of faith, true and 
ſaving faith, that faith which is of the operation of 
God, which purifies the heart, which worketh by 
love, and which leads perſons to ſet their affections 
on things above, and not on things below. His faith 
was not what the apoſtle James calls a dead faith, 
e faith without works is dead ; No, there.wers- 
works to ſhew, that it was alive, that by it he was- 
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implanted in Chriſt the true vine, and therefore 
brought forth fruit unto God. You know what he 
was in his ſpirit, in his walk and converſation,” 
You have ſeen his humility, his meekneſs, his pa- 
tience, his ſelf-denial and heavenly-mindednefs. 
You have ſeen, how forward he was to promote 
religious converfation. in his intercourſe with you; 
and what a praying ſpirit he had; how aſſiduous he 
was in viſiting the fick and afflicted; how tender 
and ſympathizing he was, and how ready to do 
good unto the bodies and ſouls of men as he had 
opportunity. I may very fit! y apply thoſe words 
of the apoftle Paul unto this dear ſervant of Chriſt, 
& ye are witneſſes, and God alſo, how hohly, and 
te juſtly, and unblameably he behaved himſelf among 
« youf.” O try to follow him; to imitate his 
aces. and his exemplary life and converſation. 
Often recolle& what he did, as well as what he ſaid; 
and be ye followers of him as he was of Chriſt. 
I muſt not diſmiſsthe ſubject without=-4thly, raking 
ſame notice of the motive in the text to excite per- 
ſons to remember their faithful miniſters when dead. 
c Conſidering the end of their conuerſation. By 
this is intended the deliverance they obtain, and the 
happineſs they enjoy at the end of their race; a de- 
liverance from all evil and the poſſeſſion of all good. 
« The word (as Dr. Owen obſerves) is but once 
t more uſed, and then we render it an eſcape. 
« x Cor. x. 13. God will with the temptation make 
« an eſeape ; our tranſlation has it, a way to eſcape. 
V Tt is not therefore merely an end that is intended, 
tc nor doth the word ſignify a common end, iſſue 
tc or event of things, but an end accompanied with 
© a deliverance from, and ſo a conqueſt over ſuch 
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te gifficulties and dangers as men were expoſed 
te into,” In the prefent world the faithfuf mi- 


niſters of Chriſt are ſubject to many diffculties, 


many trials and temptations, many diſcourage - 
ments from within and without; but when death 
comes, that puts a period to all their conflicts and 
ſorrows; and introduces their immortal fpirits into 
a-ſtate of perfect purity and felicity, in the preſence” 
and enjoyment of God. We have a "ſaying, that 
the end crowns the work, and this will apply very 
well unto God's work of grace in the ſalvation of 
his people. In the preſent world he does much 
for them in their effectual calling, in their juſtifica- 
tion, ſanctification, adoption, preſervation, and the 
bleſſed communion they have with him in his or- 
dnances; but the crowning mercy of all is, when 
te end comes, when their warfare is accompliſhed, 
for then they enter into the joy of their Lord; and 
it i iĩmpoſſible to tell, impoſſible to conceive, the 
happineſs they poſſe, © Whilſt in the tabernacle 
t Of the body they groan, being burdened;” they 
have a burden of fin, a burden of affliftion, a 
burden of temptation, a burden of croſſes and diſ- 
appointments; are often mourning on account of 
the ſad defects they perceive in their love and obe- 
diene; mourning on account of their diſtance from 
Cod and unlikeneſs to him; but when the end 
comes, they are delivered from all their burdens, 
and their mourning is turned into rejoicing, - Now] 
they are filled with love to God; now they fee his 

as they never did before; and now they have 
ſucli enjoyment of him as they never had before. 
They were told, that heaven is a moſtdelightful place, 
and they believed it, but are convinced now that one 
half was not told them. And when Chriſt comies the ' 
N time, then W bodies of his ſaints 


will 
be 
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be raiſed to immortal glory and bleſſedneſs, as 
the apoſtle beautifully expreſſes it, & W hat is — 
ce in corruption will be raiſed in incorruption, what 
« js ſown in diſhonour will be raiſed in glory, what 
« is ſown in weakneſs will be raiſed in power, what 
te js ſown a natural will be raiſed a ſpiritual body®.”. 
He goes on to ſay, as one greatly delighted with 
'the fabjedt, £ This corruptible muſt put on incor- 
« ruption, and this mortal muſt put on immor- 
e tality: So when this corruptible ſhall have put 

te on incorruption, and this mortal ſhall have put 
ce on immortality, then ſhall / be brought to ; 
te the ſaying that is written, Death is ſwallowed-up 
cc in victory. O death, where is thy ſting? 6. 
cc grave, where is thy victory f The ſting of death 
« is fin, and the ſtrength of fin is the law: but 
ec thanks be to God, which giveth us che vitory 
« through our Lord Jeſus Chi.” - 

It was to you of this church a very trying and; 
afflitive providence, when in the cloſing ſcene. of 
your dear paſtor's life, he was incapacitated. for his 
work, by a derangement of his intellectual powers. 
Aſter kindly waiting ſome time, you proceeded in 
manifeſting your affection to him, and acted in a 
manner very becoming your chriſtian character, by 
taking up a reſolution, to wait ſix months longer, 
and keep together, in hope that the Lord would, 
reſtore him unto you with a capacity for farther, 
uſefulneſs, You waited, you prayed, you hoped, 
you feared :, when you received from him an af=: 
fectionate paſtoral letter f, written in a lucid interval 
with which he was favoured, how did that elevate 
your hopes, and fill your hearts with joy! But ah! how. 


® 1 Cor, xv. 42, 43. 44.—53. 84. $5» 57. 
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ſoon did a dark cloud fucceed, which damped all 
your 8 75 and depreſſed you with fear! At length 

the ſoverei 


it pleaſe Lord of all to remove him 
by death, juſt at the expiration of the fix months of 
your waiting. | | \ 

And now it becomes you to bow to Jehovah's 
holy and ſovereign will, who has an unqueſtionable 
right to do as he pleaſes with his own, and who 
does all things well; and I hope he will teach you 
to profit by the death of this dear man of God, as 
well as by his life. Here is a loud call to his fa- 
mily and relatives, a loud call to you, to me, and 
to others; © Be ye alſo ready, for at ſuch an hour 
ce as ye think not the Son of Man cometh.” May 
our merciful Saviour help us to liſten to his voice, 
and quicken us by this diſpenſation! | 

Will you ſuffer a few words of exhortation more, 

and I ſhall have done. In the firſt place, be thank- - 
ful to the. Great Head of the Church for giving you 
ſuch a paſtor, for continuing hint ſo long, and 
making him fo uſeful among you, Whilſt many 
miniſters ſee but little fruit of their labours, he was 
bleſſed with a large increaſe. This you know was 
the Lord's doing, “ for Paul may plant, and Apol- 
« Jos water, but God giveth the increaſe; there 
85 give him the glory, whilſt you have the com- 
Ort. | 

Another piece of advice I offer, is to keep to- 
gether in the bonds of chriſtian love. It is too 
often the caſe, when a miniſter is removed, for a 
ſpirit of diſunion and contention to get in among 
the people. Be aſſured I. do not ſay this, as hav= 
ing any ground of ſuſpicion concerning you; no, I. 
hope better things, and believe the contrary from 
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your paſt conduct. But this I know, the enemy of 
| fouls loves to divide the Lord's people, if he can; 
therefore beware, and ſtill practiſe the advice which 
the friend of fouls gives you in his bleſſed. goſpel, 
&* Follow the things which make for peace, and the 
* things wherewith one may edify another.” And 
again, Walk worthy of the vocation wherewith 
ce ye are called, with all lowlineſs and meekneſs, 
ce with long-ſuffering, forbearing one another in 
* love, endeavouring to keep the unity of the 
6 ſpirit in the bond of peace®,” OS on 
One word more. Wait patiently for the Lord 
to provide you another paſtor after his own heart, 
to feed you with knowledge and - underſtanding... 
Though you have ſuſtained a great loſs in the 
death of this good man, yet the Lord can eaſily 
repair-it. You have had experience of his care 
and kindneſs, in giving you valuable uſeful mini- 
ſters, one after another; therefore do not diſtruſt, 
but hope in him, and wait patiently for bim in a way . 
of humble faith and prayer, and the uſe of other pro- 
per means. I wiſh you to obſerve what immediately 
follows the text; © Jeſus Chriſt the ſame yeſterday, 
cc and to day, and forever.” From the conneCtion, jt. 
ſeems to be brought in as a. divine cordial under 
the affliction of loſing able and faithful paſtors... 
True it is, they die, and to ſome perfons it is pain- 
ful to part with them; but Jeſus lives, and is al- 
ways the fame. He is the ſame in his love, the 
fame in his. power, the ſame in his offices, and the 
ſame in his An to his people. He lives in the 
higheſt dignity in Heaven as the head of his 
church; to. take care of it and to ſupply it whilſt 
here upon earth; therefore do not deſpond, but 
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with a chearful hope commit yourſelves and your 
concerns into his gracious hands; and 1 truſt “ he 


< that holds the ſtars in his right hand,” will in, 


due time, direct one to come and fix among you, 


who ſhall be © a burning and a ſhining light,“ and 
you ſhall, as formerly, “ rejoice in his light.“ 

C And now, brethren, I commend you to God, 
cc and to the word of his grace, which is able tao 
t build you up, and to give you an inheritance 
« among all them which are ſanRified®,” . Amen 
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Mr. TROTMAN's LxTTER referred to in the 
SeRMON, (p. 22,) which was addreſſed to his 

Cnusc a ſhort Time before his Death, and 
which affords a Specimen of his amiable Spirit. 


My deareſt Brethren and Sifters in CHRIST. 


© Knowins that according to your uſual 
© method this is the evening for your ſtopping as a 
church, hence the juſt and very deep ſenſe I have 
© both of your ſtrong affection for me, and the fer- 
vent ſupplications you are daily preſenting to a 
© Covenant-God on my behalf, made me moſt 
e chearfully embrace the firſt opportunity on my re- 
© covering, of ſending you a few lines. It is with 
< heart-felt-pleaſure that I acknowledge the whole 
© of your conduct towards me, ever ſince I have 
© had the honour and happineſs of being your paſtor 
© (which is now above eighteen years) has been ſuch 
© as to make all the difficulties peculiar to my ſo- 
© lemn office, ſeem light and eaſy; your great re- 
© fpef? on the one hand, and your very becoming 
© zwalk as a church on the other, have ſtrengthened 
© and encouraged my heart, and have alſo en- 
© creaſed my earneſt deſires to exert myſelf to the 
© utmoſt, in a dependance on Divine Aſſiſtance, 


* for the promotion of your ſpiritual and everlaſting 


© good. 


© And 


(7 5) 

© And fince it has been the ſovereign pleaſure 6f 

© God, by a moſt afflitive diſpenſation of his Pro- 

© yidence, to cauſe me 10 be laid afide from my de- 

© lightful work for a conſiderable time, during this 

© very trying ſeaſon you have ſuperabounded in your 

* affeQtion for me, and given the ſtrongeſt proofs 
© of your ſincere and hearty attachment to me. 

In connection with your ardent love to me, 
© and fervent prayers for me as a church at large, 
© I muſt add; way" cannot be ſufficiently thankful 
© for the ſpecial affetion and care of our dear brethren 
in office, who are now in every view conſulting my 
© happineſs and your ſpiritual advantage, ſa that 
under my diſtreſſing and painful circumſtances, 
I have had every thing done by them and you to re- 
© lieve and comfort me, I therefore now beg, 
dearly beloved in the Lord, your acceptance of 
* my moſt hearty thanks for all your kindneſs, and 
* particularly for your conſtant and fervent prayers 
to God for me and mine. Bleſſed, for ever blef- 
* ſed, be his haly name, I have to inform you, 
© that your ſupplications (through the interceſſion 
© of the Great Head of the Church) have availed 
© much. The change in my ſituation is truly 
s wonderful, the means uſed by my worthy friends 
© have been remarkably bleſſed for reforing that 
vigor of mind, ſo neceſſary for the diſcharge of 
© the important duties of my ſtation, that I havg 
no the pleaſing proſpect of returning to my dear 
( family and el. 

Much indeed I have felt, and do feel bath for 

F you and them. God grant your ſpecial kind- 
nge in waiting may not be in vain! If he ſhould 
© be pleaſed ſtill to anſwer prayer in perfecting the 
* begun mercy, greatly /anify it, and make me 
- $- © more 
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"© more uſeſul among you through it, I ſhall have 
c 4 reaſon — praiſe him for it. I deſire to 

c ſay from the heart, the will f the Lord be done. 

0 And that the God of love, peace and comfort, 
© may be ſenſibly with you as a church, over- 
* ruling all things for your goed, and his ſp pecial 
* blefling reſt on your dear families and friends is 


* the Cncere and daily prayer of 


c Your moſt affectionate brother, 


*. 


And unworthy Paſtor, 164 
NATH. TROTMAN. 
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FN OW appear at the grave: of the third paſtor 

in that church of Chriſt over which my deceaſ- 
ed friend and brother preſided, for whom [ have 
been called to perform this painful ſervice“ . May 
this thought, with the many other conſiderations 
the ſolemnity we are attending is ſuited to ſuggeſt, ſo 
affect my mind, as that I may ſpeak, on the preſent 
occaſion, to the real and laſting advanioge of a 
who hear me! 

The excellent man, whoſe mortal. remains are 
now before us, was called, by grace, early in life, 
This being his honour and happineſs, he ſoon re: 
ſolved to devote himſelf to the ſervice of God, in 
the chriſtian miniſtry, earneſtly deſiring to be hon- 
oured, as an inſtrument of ſpreading that glorious 

oſpel, among others, the Power of which had been 
Fl by himſelf, | 

Such being the determination of .himſelf * his 
friends, and both rightly judging, it was highly pro- 
per a regular education ſnould precede that arduous 
employ ment, meaſures were taken for his admiſſion 
to that great bleſſing. With this view, on proper 
recommendations, and after ſuitable trial, he was 
introduc ed to that evangelical en of religion 


* The Ro Mr. Mordecai 1 and the Rev. Mr. Ed- 
ward Hitchin, were the former paſtors here referredto. 
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69 
and learning, the academy, now at Homerton, 
where the two former paſtors of the church were 
educated, and from which many reſpectable 
churches and congregations both in this great city, 
and in various parts of the country, have been well 
ſupplied. . {no dv : 

Should any be ſolicitous to know, how he be- 
haved in that houſe of inſtruction, it is but juſtice 
to declare, that his deportment was ſuch as to pro- 
cure him an high place in the eſteem of his fellow- 

upils, his tutors, his conſtituents, and indeed, of 
all to whom he was known; During this ſituation, 
deeply impreſſed with the conviction, that, not 
merely the truth and reality, but the vigour and 
power of religion, were of the laſt importance to 
an acceptable and uſeful diſcharge of the ſacred of- 
fice for which he was defigned, he laboured, not 
only to know and manifeft, that he was a ſincere 
and real, but likewiſe ta experience and diſcover, 
that he was an eſtabliſned and improving, chriſtian, 
However, intent as he was on the attainment of 
theſe ineſtimable bleſſings, that object did not wholly 
terminate his purſuit ; far from it. Thoroughly 
penetrated with the perſuaſion, that he entered the 
academy, and was continued there, with a view ta 
his acquiring various branches of human learning, 
and that their acquiſition would be of vaſt impor- 
tance to the reputable and uſefol diſcharge of the 
work before him, he purſued thoſe of them to which 
his attention was called, with unremitting conftancy 

and indefatigable diligence, —Not unduly folicitous 
to ſtand before the public, but moſt earneſtly de- 
ſirous, whenever he came forward under the ſacred 
character for which he was intended, to appear pro- 
perly qualified for diſcharging the various and im- 
portant duties demanded by it, he chearfully e 


G 


ed the whole time appointed for his ſtudles, and con- 
ſcientiouſly endeavoured to ſpend that time to the 
beſt advantage; Nor were his perſeverance and en- 
ertions, for rel without a bleſſing. 
But was his behaviour, while looking to tha 
chriſtian miniſtry, thus to his credit, his conduQ, 
after he had entered on that great affice, was equally 
to his honour: Thoſe who knew him, eſpecially: 
thoſe with whom he was particularly connected, 
muſt be ſenſible, that he was & a workman who! 
e needed not to be alhamed ?. Far from imagin= 
ing, that he was to leaye his ſtudies, when he left 
the academy, he continued an. hard ſtudent, amidſt 
the grear variety of his public labours. Being con- 
ſcientiouſly attentive ta his own vement in the 
cloſer, the effect of his aſſiduity undeniably ap- 
peared, whatever duty of his honourable - ſtation 
was performed by him, Did he lead the addreſſes 
of the people 2 that incomparably gloriqus and 
rb © to whom alone they are to be 
directed e wo did it PISS ſcriouſneſs, pertineney, 
and fervour, which gave fall evidence, that he was a 
man of prayer, one who was qualified for, habi< 
tuated to, and took delight in, this comprehenſive 
.and important part of worſhip. Did he ſtand forth, 
a preacher ? he appeared eminently furniſhed for 
rt of his office, The moſt weighty truths 
br * of religion, eſpecially that grand ſubject 
of the chriſtian miniſtry, Jeſus Chriſt as crucified, 
were the matter of his ſermons, and the manner 
in which he delivered them was well ſuited, under 
the divine bleſſing, to inform, affect and influence 
his, hearers. To expreſs this part of his character, 


Þ! que word, he was an GL experimental, 
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by „ the grace of God which was with him 5.“ 


1 
i 


| „ 
practical, and uſeful, preacher. As a paſtor he 
was faithful, vigilant, and unweariedly diligent; 
indeed, ſuch were his exertions under this character, 
ſo continual, and ſo ſtrenuous, that, in a degree, 
the ſame might be ſaid of him, which was declar- 
ed concerning his divine maſter, that © the zeal of 
« God's houſe ate him up“.“ Inceſſant attention 
fo the conſtantly returning duties of his holy func- 
tion, not only impaired his ſtrength, and exhauſted 
his ſpirits, but, perhaps, in part, brought him to 
this © houſe appointed for all living.” 

Such was the deceaſed, as to his public character; 
but, is this all which may be ſaid to his commenda- 
tion? Certainly not. His © converſation” in every 
light, was © becoming the goſpel of Chriſt.” 
He was a kind and tender huſband, a wiſe and in- 
dulgent parent, a ſteady and faithful friend, an 
agreeable and improving companion, and to all 
with whom he was converſant, fincere, humble, and 
obliging. Thus truly excellent was his whole cha- 
racer, but let it never be forgotten, all this he was 


Nor can I ſatisfy myſelf in finiſhing this brief ſketch 
of his diſpoſition and deportment, without aſſuring 
you, that to this grace alone he looked for aſſiſt- 
ance, and on this grace alone he truſted for accept- 
ance, 7 

On a review of what has been laid before you, it is 
natural to ſuppoſe, ſome are ready to enquire, what 
was the concluſion of a life ſo eminently ſpent for 
the moſt important purpoſes? To an enquiry ſo 
proper I ſhall endeavour briefly to give ſatisfaction. 
My friend and brother was certainly bleſſed with a 
ſtrong conſtitution, but a well built frame is open ta 
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diſcaſe, is conquerable by death; fo it appears in the 
inſtance before us. Some time paſt, it was the 
pleaſure of him who “ doth. according to his will 
« in the army of heaven and among the inhabitants, 
« of the earth; whoſe hand none can ſtay, and to 


\ 


hom no one. has, à right to ſay, what doſt, 


e thou 1 to permit a diſorder to appear, which 
firſt eee and then terminated, his capacity 
for active life. This was a diſpenſation not a little 
myſterious, that ſo amiable a man, ſo, eminent a 
chriſtian, ſo, well furniſhed, zealous, acceptable, and. 
ſucceſsful a miniſter, ſhould be, for a time partially,. 
and at length totally, laid aſide, when, to human, 
view, he was in the midſt of his days and uſeful- 
neſs, but ſubmiſſſon and approbation are the duty 
and intereſt, even of thoſe who are moſt concerned 
in the affecting event! The infinitely perfect goyer- 
nor of the church and of the world, will have it 
known and acknowledged, that he has not only an 
uncontrolable power, but an indiſputable * to 
diſpoſe of all perſons and of all things, as he pleaſes. 
As to his death, it was '* the common death of. 
« all men j”"—he was removed from our world in 
the natural way; but, with pleaſure, I inform you, 
there were circumſtances attending the great change 
peculiarly kind to himſelf and to his friends. Indeed, 
during the continuance of the malady which put a 
period to his days on earth, he was indulged with ſuch. 
degrees of mental capacity as afforded opportunities 
for converſation and behaviour that were highly 
acceptable to ſuch as were preſent, and the accounts, 
of which gave great pleaſure to his diſtant 


friends; even on the day he died, he was remark- 
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ably compoſed and chearful, but, in death itſelf, 
his Heavenly Father peculiarly favoured him, 
His removal was inftantaneous, © the laſtenemy”®. 
was not ſuffered to make thofe flow and gradual 
approaches to him, which he does, even to many 
of thoſe for whom he is conquered. His diſmiſ- 
ſion, as far as human view could penetrate, was, 
eaſy, free from thoſe painful ſenſations, which, to 
ſome of the moſt eminent ſervants of God, precede 
and attend the ſeparation of ſoul and body. To 
which may be added, that as his death was inſtan- 
taneous, and eaſy, it was, (if { may be allowed 
the expreſſion,) devotional alſo. While engaged in 
his beloved duty of prayer (happy tranſition!) 
he was removed to the ſtate of moſt, delightful 
and everlaſting praiſe, the ſtate, where his diſem- 
bodied ſpirit, with a tranſport not to be fully ex- 
preſſed or apprehended by us mortals, Jooks for- 
ward to that great day, when the body, to which 
it was once united, and to which it ſhall be united 
again, though now © ſown in corruption, diſhonour, . 
« weakneſs, and natural, or animal, ſhall, by the 
all- ſubduing energy of “ the ſecond Adam, the 
Lord from Heaven, be raiſed in incorruption, in 
ce glory, and ſpiritualfſ.“ Thus lived, and thus 
died, the excellent man, to whoſe interment we are 
now witneſſes; and, on a review, may I not juſtly 
addreſs all preſent, in that well known language 
of the devout Pſalmiſt, Mark the perfect man, 
« and behold the upright; for the end of that man 
is peace g“. 

On the mention of this comprehenſive and impor- 
tant exhortation, the queſtion naturally ariſes, With 
what vieware we to * mark the perfect; to what pur- 
poſe are we to © behold the upright?” What valu- 
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end is to be anfwered, by; an attention to the 
and . aracter, eſpecially, 
— rendered 1 conſpicuous by an ad- 
vancement to 2. public ſtation, particularly in the 
religious world? Thas I am immediately 
to the improvement which ſhould. be made ef this 
more than commonly very ſpeaking Providence 
permit me, therefore, to addreſs - a few general 
_ to your ſerious conſideration, which ſtrike: 
n ſujced, by: the blellag of God, to ſecure, 


_ ſurely. * . which $a now. brought 
us to this repoſitory of the dead, with particular 
ſtrength and clearneſs directs itſelf to the family of 
the deceaſed, A connection with one of his un- 
commonly excellent character, whether conjugal, 
filial, fraternal, or whatever term implying do- 
meſtic relation may be uſed to deſcribe it, was a 
great privilege, was an high honour.; that con- 
nection which once ſubſiſted is now diſſolved, 
never, never to be renewed- more; an account; 
muſt be given of the manner in which the ad- 
vantages enjoyed under it have been regarded: 
His death, therefore, ſhould excite thoſe who were, 
io the juſt mentioned ways, connected with him, ta 
manifeſt, to all around them, that his excellent in- 
ſhructions, his engaging example, and his affec- 
tionate prayers, have not been in vain; to manifeſt 
this, by wiſhing and ſtriving t6 be followers of 
him as far as he was a follower of Chriſt, for no 
farther ought he or any other man ever to be fol- 
lowed, Thus may they indulge the pleaſing hope, 
that they ſhall meet him with joy, at that day, 
when he, and all to whom he was related in this 
world, ſhall appear before the lame grand and im- 
partial tribunal, 

aj 6 | You, 


(XX) 
Fou, my brethren in the (chriſtian miniſtry, 
will, I am certain, permit me to ſay, that the in- 
ſtance of mortality now before us, in à peculiar” 
manner, concerns us. One of our number, with* 
whom we frequently joined in friendly converſe 
and religious exerciſes, one, whom we greatly 
eſteemed, and who entertained and expreſſed a 
brotherly affection for us, has left our world, never 
more to reſume his ſtation in it. Some of us, 
under the weight of advancing years and increaſing 
infirmities, are bending to the earth, plain intima- 
tion that the hour is not very diſtant when we muſt 
be laid in it; others of us are in the middle, and 
others in the younger part of life, io what does the 
affecting object preſent to our view call us? To 
what? * to work while it is day,“ "as knowing that 
ce the night cometh,” will come certainly, and is every 
moment coming nearer and nearer, hen no man 
« can work “.“ Life, and capacity for action, muſt: 
both end, and are both uncertain; yes, they may 
cloſe when we and our friends think not of it. May 
we feel the force of the ſolemn thought, to inſpire 
us, with an unabating ardour, in performing the 
duties, and to animate us, with an undaunted mag- 
nanimity, while we are paſſing through the diffi- 
culties, of our holy miniſtryl / ä 
Many of that numerous congregation, which 
attended the deceaſed, are, without doubt here, to 
behold the funeral of him who lately laboured 
among them, and to expreſs their concern for his 
removal; to ſuch, I would ſay, while thankful, 
that you were brought and continued under his 
miniſtry, and ſenſible, that you ſhall ſee his face 
and hear his voice no more, ſcriouſly aſk your- 
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ſelves, 
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ſelves, what have been the effects of his ardent de- 
ſires and unceaſing exertions, for your ſpiritual 
and eternal advantage, thoſe deſires and thoſe ex- 
ertions, which were known to him, who is not only 
every where preſent, and knows all things, but 
who particularly obſerves what paſſes where any 
profeſs to worſhip him, and to whom a moſt mi- 
nute account muſt aſſuredly be given of the man- 
ner in which his miniſters and- his goſpel have 
been treated ?—Perhaps, when reflecting on what 
has paſſed, while you have been his hearers, ſome 
of you may be conſcious, that you have been in- 
attentive, unimpreſſed, and uninfluenced, under 
his miniſtrations ; indeed, that you have © re- 
« jected the counſel of God againſt yourſelves“.“ 
If fo, I muſt, in faithfulneſs, tell you, your caſe is 
deplorable, but, I rejoice to add, not deſperate. 
It is true, that “ All fleſh is graſs, and all the 
ec goodlineſs thereof as the flower of the field;” but 
it is equally true, that “ the word of the Lord 
ec abideth for ever, that word which, by the goſ- 
cc pel, is preached to you.“ Read and meditate 
on this ineſtimable revelation of truth and duty, 
in your own houſes, and regularly attend the ſtated 
diſpenſation of it, in the houſe of God, accom- 
panying thoſe ſacred ſervices, with prayer for a 
bleſſing on them; and may you happily experience, 
that, though he who miniſtered this word to you 
be dead, and you ſhall never be honoured with his 
labours more, the ſame ſovereign and powerful 
grace, to which he continually directed his hearers, 
for a bleſſing on the word, ſo operates on your 
hearts, as to bring you under the ſaving influence 
of its various and valuable diſcoveries!—But I 
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hope and believe, that to many of you, his zealous 
endeavours to promote your beſt intereſts have not 
been in vain; that his faithful miniſtrations have, 
not only been pleaſing, but profitable, not merely 
acceptable but uſeful: ſuch of you, I would ex- 
hort, while you retain. and exprefs an eſteem for 
the inſtrument, ever remember, he. was not the 
azent, and that ore great end, for which the in- 
eltimable © treaſure” of the goſpel is put into 
ce earthen veſſels,” or the diſpenſation of it commit- 
ted to men of like paſſions and infirmities with thoſe. 
who hear them, is, © that the excellency of the 
ce power,” which, at any time, renders them ſuc- 
ceſsful, © may” appear to © be of God and not 
c of them*.” To God, then, aſcrib he whole 
glory of the benefit you have received from your 
late miniſter, and upon him depend, in the uſe of 
all appointed means, that, under the conſtant com- 
munications of his rich grace, you may * go on to 
ce perfection f.“ 
But, does the Providence, to which our atten- 
tion is now directed, call for an improvement, from 
his family, his brethren in the miniſtry, and his 
congregation at large, certainly you, who compoſe 
the reſpectable church lately under his paſtoral care, 
ſhould be, eſpecially, ſolicitous to learn thoſe leſſons, 
which his removal from your ſacred ſociety is ſuited 
to inculcate.—Review, my much eſteemed friends, 
with gratitude, the former kindneſs of God to- 
wards you, particularly the time (of which I have 
a diſtinct remembrance) when, by a ſucceſſion of 
trying diſpenſations, your numbers were ſo reduced, 
as that, the few who were left, met, with a deſign, 
after having committed each other to God in 
prayer, to diſſolve the religious connection which 
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had for many years ſubſiſted between them - but 
« God's thoughts are not as man's thoughts, His 
ce ways are not as man's ways*” ; At that very 
meeting, information was received, which led to 
the introduction of that amiable man, who was 
choſen and bleſſed by Heaven, to lay the founda- 
tion of your ſucceeding. and preſent proſperity.— 
Thiok, (and while you think, be thankful, for this 
great inſtance of God's kindneſs. towards. you) 
with what a pleaſing unanimity, an unanimity not 
always found, even in chriſtian ſocieties, eſpecial 
when large, your late worthy paſtor was ſettle 
among you. And often reflect how greatly you were 
indulged, by the God of Providence .and Grace, 
in the centinuance of his life and labours for ſo 
many years; in the uncommon acceptance and 
ſucceſs, with which, through the whole time, his 
attempts to ſerve you were honoured; and in the 
uniaterrupted harmony, which, to your mutual ad- 
vantage and the glory of God, was maintained 
between him and you. May every inſtance of the 
divine goodneſs engage to obedience! 
| Yovr juſtly eſteemed ſhepherd is dead, but re- 
member © the Shepherd, the good ShepherdF,” 
ſtill lives, and will live for ever. Hear his ani- 
mating language, © I am he that liveth, and was 
« dead, and behold ! I am alive for evermoreF!” 
and may the grand declaration infpire you with an 
holy ambition, to conduct yourſelves as under his 
eye, and the ſubjects of his kingdom !—Striye to 
maintain a ſtrict union among yourſelves, remem- 
bering who has ſaid, * By this ſhall all men know, 
te that ye are my diſciples, if ye love one another); 
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recolle&ing alſo, that the ſheep ſhould keep parti- 
eularly cloſe to each other, when the ſhepherd is 
gone. Not forſaking the aſſembling of yourſelves 
* together (as the manner of ſome is); be conſtant 
and perſevering in attending your meetings, as a 
church, both on Lord's days and on other days, eſpe- 
cially your meetings for prayer. You have been 
reputably diſtinguiſhed, by this laudable practice 
hitherto, be on your guard then, againſt the nu- 
merous temptations with which this buſy and plea- 
ſure-loving place abounds to a contrary conduct, 
Not only in an attendance to all appointed means, 
wait on, but, in the exerciſe of faith, hope, and 
patience, wait for, the divinely glorious Head of 


the Church, who, when he ſees proper, will ap- 


pear in your favour; never forgetting, that, „he 
cc who believeth ſhall not make haſte f. Remem- 
ber, you profeſs yourſelves, Proteſtant Diſſenters of 
the congregational denomination, ſee to it, therefore, 
that your whole deportment be uniformly conſiſtent 


with this profeſſion, Value perſons, both in public 
_ charafters and in private life, of other deſcriptions, 


in the religiqus world; heartily wiſh ſucceſs to the 
goſpel among them, and greatly rejoice, whenever 
you ſee, read, or hear of it's ſucceſs, But do the 
clergy and laity of the eſtabliſhed church, do the 
other denominations of proteſtant diſſenters, do 
the methodiſts of the different diviſions which have 
taken place among them; do they refolutely avow 
the principles, and firmly adhere to the practices, 
by which they are diſtinguiſhed ; and ſhall not we, 
as reſolutely avow. thoſe principles which we appres 


hend to be the truth; and as firmly adhere to thoſe 


practices which we conſider as the ways, of the 
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Lord Jeſus? I ſpeak not theſe things from the leaſt - 
ſuſpicion, that you will depart from them, your 
behaviour hitherto, eſpecially during the late trying 
viſitation, gives pleaſing proſpect of a contrary con- 
dut—but, what I ſay, ariſes from a perſuaſion, that 
we live in a day, wherein it becomes the miniſters 
of the goſpel to be particularly explicit, and faithful, 
and the profeſſors of religion to be as particularly 
ſteady and watchful, * Behold” (faysour Divine Maſ- 
ter to one of his churches, and in the ſame language 
he addreſſes all) *I come quickly, hold that faſt 
& which thou haſt, that no man take thy crown“? 
and be aſſured, that a conſiſtent, unſhaken, perſe- 
verance in a practical attention to his will, will 
diffuſe a glory over the perſon and ſociety thus 
honoured, which cannot be imparted to the greateſt 
monarch on the face of the earth, from the bright- 
-eſt crown worn by him. May this adorable Sa- 
viour and Sovereign of the church, in his own 
time and way (which are always the beſt): ſettle 
a paſtor over you, who, being < like minded4,” 
with the excellent man on whoſe breathleſs body. 
the gloomy manſion, now open, is ſoon to be cloſed, 
and with his worthy predeceſſors in the paſtoral 
office, ſhall go before you, in the faith and order 
of the goſpel, to his own comfort, your advantage, 
and the divine glory c 

And now, having thus diſtinctly addreſſed thoſe 
who are more immediately concerned. in the ſo- 
lemnities of this day, I cannot fatisfy myſelf. in 
diſmiſſing you, without directing a few general 
hints, to the numerous aſſembly around this grave. 
When ] conſider, that within the place where we 


pow ſtand, ſome who groaned and died, under the 
Key. iii. 11. | + Philipp, ii. 20. 


weight 


Ca 3 . 
weight of civil and eccleſiaſtical tyranny, were laid; 
I cannot decline this opportunity, of congratulating 
you, and myſelf, upon the important difference 
which there is between their and our ſituation. 
They were denied what we enjoy, not only ſtated 
feaſons of worſhip on the firſt day of the week, but 
opportunities for ſuch - occaſional ſervices as that 
with which we are now favoured, The conſidera. 
tion of this difference between thoſe reſpectable men 
and ourſelves, ſhould awaken our ſolicitude, as to 
be thankful to a kind Providence, and thoſe whom 
it uſes as inſtruments for preſerving theſe invalu- 
able bleſſings, to us, ſo to improve theſe oppor- 
tunities, for all the purpoſes to which they are 
adapted. And, various are the ways, in which 
the preſent opportunity ſhould be improved by us 
all. Here, we are pointed to the entrance of ſin 
into our world, and the miſchief it has done in this 

t of the creation: © In Adam all die*.” — Here, 
we are led to reflect on the unavoidable certainty of 
our own death, with our entire uncertainty as to 
the time, place, and manner of our removal. 

Here, we are loudly called upon to ſee to it, 
that we are prepared for that great change. 
Wretched is the man, to whom death comes, when 
he is not ready; but, happy he, who is truly fit to 
receive his ſtroke; wretched the one, happy the 
other, beyond the power of language fully to de- 
ſcribe, or the ability of thought perfectly to appre- 
hend, in the preſent ſtate: ſurely, therefore, a pre- 
— for death is of the laſt importance. 
hat we now behold, then, ſhould excite each of 

us ſeriouſly to enquire, © Am I in poſſeſſion of this 
preparation? Would we know, whether this be 
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our happineſs or not, let us aſk ourſelves, Have 
© we ſeen and felt that we are ſinners, and ſo need 
© that admirable proviſion which the mercy of God, 
© exerciſed through the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, 
'© has made and revealed for the ſalvation of ſuch ? 
Do we underſtand, aſſent to, approve of, and 
© fix our entire dependance upon, this mercy, for 
© our own falvation? And, does what we call our 
© belief of the goſpel, lead us to entertain and expreſs 
© a conſtant practical regard to the requirements of 
© the law?” | RJ 
To cloſe the whole—Whatever be the reſult of 
this great enquiry, whatever be our preſent ſtate, 
frame, and conduct, may we all be made thus 
ready to leave this world, that ſo we may die, not 
merely in ſafety, but with comfort, and paſs 
through death, to that bleſſed ſtate, © where there 
cc ſhall be no more death, neither ſorrow, nor cry- 
ee ing, nor any more pain; for the former things 
te are paſſed away“; —where holineſs and happi- 
neſs ſhall reign in perfection, for ever and ever! 


* Rey. xxi. 4+ 


FINIS; 


* 


